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Benrud Named TCCES’s 12th 

Kohl Award Recipient

Neenah: Mrs. Chris Benrud, third grade teacher at St. Gabriel Elementary School in Neenah has been chosen as a recipient of the 2010 Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Fellowship Teacher’s Award.  Mrs. Benrud was recognized along with other educators from the region at a luncheon on Saturday. St. Gabriel Principal Mary Jo Brown observed, “For me it was a wonderful experience. In this day of the health care debates and the volatile political atmosphere, it was wonderful to see people coming together in a positive way.  I was proud of the winners--listening to the achievements of both the teachers and the students was very thought provoking and made me feel proud to be part of the education field.”
As a Kohl award winner, Benrud was chosen for the way in which she inspires a love of learning in her students, her ability to motivate others, and for her leadership and service, within and outside the classroom. St. Gabriel Elementary School will receive a $1,000 grant to be spent for educational purposes and Mrs. Benrud will also receive $1,000.

Mrs. Benrud has been a teacher at St. Gabriel Elementary School in Neenah for 12 years. She focuses on meeting each student’s educational needs through differentiated instruction in a safe and enjoyable environment. She shares her lifelong passion for learning with her students by exploring new concepts and helping them to understand the value of learning from mistakes. She has also been instrumental in supporting the school’s strong science curriculum. Mrs. Benrud is also an active volunteer with several organizations throughout the community.

With the addition of Mrs. Benrud to the list of Kohl Fellowship winners, 12 TCCES educators have received this honor since 1999. “We are blessed in our TCCES schools with truly talented and dedicated teachers,” says system president Mr. Michael Sullivan. “The fact that 12 teachers from within our small community have been recognized as Kohl Fellowship winners reflects the quality of education and leadership our schools provide.”  

St. Gabriel Elementary School is part of Twin City Catholic Educational System (TCCES), which also includes St. Margaret Mary and St. Mary Elementary Schools, Seton Catholic Middle School and St. Mary Central High School. TCCES strives to provide the highest quality education for children in preschool through high school, in a faith-filled environment.  The schools offer a nurturing and welcoming atmosphere for students and families.
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