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November
22……Thanksgiving Break—end of Day---3:00 p.m.
23-27…..Thanksgiving Break
28……..Classes Resume
30…SMM Barnes & Noble Day
December
2………Liturgy 8:00 Grade 2Z
4………IMAJN Mass at 5:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]7………PK to Shopko
7………PK Coffee with                             	Kindergarten Teachers
8………Feast of Immaculate Conception  8:00 Mass  Gr. 4
9………Liturgy 8:00 Grade 2O
9……….Heritage Hill Trip –gr. 4
14……..Preschool Christmas            	Family Event
15……SMM Christmas Concert                                         1:00 Dress Rehearsal           6:30 p.m. Performance      Doors Open at 6:00





Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is the oldest custom in our country.  It dates back to the celebration of the Pilgrims in the year 1621.  George Washington declared a national day of Thanksgiving.  States chose various dates for the celebration until 1863, during the Civil War, when Abraham Lincoln named the fourth Thursday in November as the official national holiday.
Our students have decorated their classrooms and hallways in anticipation of the big day.  We have turkeys of various sizes and shapes all around school.  Our preschoolers have celebrated with a special feast, complete with pilgrim and Indian head gear.  May all of our families have a safe, peaceful, and joyous family time. This Thanksgiving prayer is from The Compass, the Green Bay Diocesan newspaper. 

Thanksgiving Every Day

Heavenly Father, help us to remember that Thanksgiving is not just for a day…

Let us remember and give thanks to You each and every day of our lives.

When we are discouraged by small frustrations in work or school, let us recall the “big picture” of life – and give thanks for the eternal reward you have offered us.

When we are troubled by little aches and pains, let us give thanks for eyes to see, legs to walk and arms to reach out in love.

When we are hurt by the words or actions of others, let us give                  thanks for the tremendous suffering you endured to purchase                    our salvation.

And when the days are cold and dark let us be grateful that a                            new Spring of hope and life awaits, just around the corner.
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Advent
Yesterday was the last feast day of the Church Year---the Feast of Christ the King.  This coming Sunday, at the end of Thanksgiving weekend, is the First Sunday of Advent and the first day of the new Church Year.  
Advent is a period of time set aside for prayer and preparation for the birth of Jesus---His first coming.  The retelling of the Christmas story helps us to prepare for the new coming of Jesus at the end of time.  Jesus, as the Prince of Peace, calls us to make our world a more loving and peaceful place.  Often during Advent, we prepare gifts for others as a sign of preparing for the coming of Jesus.  
There are many customs and traditions in which we have taken part in school to help celebrate Advent.  The Advent wreath, Jesse tree, Advent calendars, Los Posadas, O Antiphons, the empty stable, are all traditions that we have embraced in school.  This year we would like to focus on preparing for the coming of Jesus through prayer and sharing.
We are collecting non-perishable food items along with the parish for Thanksgiving to share with the Food Pantry.  If you are purchasing items for your dinner, perhaps you may have something extra that could be brought to school for donation to the Food Pantry.  There are baskets available in the school entryway through tomorrow.  Starting on Monday, for the Advent Season, we will be joining with the other TCCES Elementary Schools in sharing with those less fortunate than ourselves.  A letter accompanies this newsletter explaining our Advent collection.  In keeping with our service theme, we would like our students to be of service to others during this time.  Perhaps they could be of service to their families and earn a gift which they could share in our collection.  As a reminder, all collections are optional.
Sack it to Goodwill / Halloween Candy
The SMM Girl Scout Troops are having a joint service project to collect used clothing or household items in good condition that will be donated to Goodwill.  A box for this project is in the school lobby.
The week after Thanksgiving will be the end of our Halloween candy drive.  The candy will be donated to our soldiers through the generosity of one of our Cub Scouts who has arranged to take the donations to the Reserve Center.  This is a perfect example of service and sharing.  Thank you to all who donated their Halloween goodies.
The Staff of St. Margaret Mary wishes all of our Families a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving
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