
Fourth Commandment 
Honor your Father and your Mother 

One of the Christmas Feasts is the Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  
This year the feast day will be celebrated on December 28th.  It is most 
appropriate that our Commandment theme for the month of December has 
been Honor your Father and your Mother, living out God’s commandment 
of love in our families. 

Advent 

This is the fourth and final week of Lent.  What changes have taken place 
in our hearts during Advent?  Are we ready to celebrate the birth of the 
savior?  Have we taken to heart the scripture messages during the weeks 
of Advent?  What does the coming of Jesus really mean to me personally? 

This was the message Fr. Mike delivered in his homily for the last Sunday 
of Advent.  If Mary is full of grace and I have not recognized my gifts to 
go out and change the world, am I ready to meet the savior?  If our creator 
gives us his son and I don’t give birth in my time and culture to make Him 
present in the world, what difference will it make?  The birth of Jesus must 
touch my life and how I think and live each day.  We live with a sense of 
integrity, purpose, and value if we internalize the Nativity light and allow 
it to light the darkness of our lives. We need to know and experience the 
presence of the Lord because Christ rests in us and we are the presence of 
Christ in the world. 

Christmas Concert 

What a wonderful way to bring in the Christmas Season!  Santa’s                          
Toy Shop was filled with excitement and delight!  We are                                       
blessed with talented actors and dancers in our fifth grade.                                      
All of the students sang with enthusiasm and joy and certainly                                
added warmth to a cold winter night. Thank you Mr.Arboleda                                
for all of your hard work with our students.  The concert was                                  
most enjoyable.



Items of Interest during the Last Month of the Year

• The Christmas Post Office is open until Thursday. Students and parents may send cards through the              
end of the day.
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TCCES Holiday Hours 

Christmas Break - Business Office hours:  

Tuesday, December 27th to Thursday - December 29th 8:00 - 3:00   

Closed Friday, December 23rd, Monday December 26th, and Friday, December 29th 

Regular hours resume January 2nd. 

             



Piano Students to entertain at Valley VNA. 

Piano students plan to share their time and music with the residents of Valley VNA this Wednesday, December 
21.  Performances can be heard at 3:30 and 6:30. Students in the first group will gather in the lobby for after-
school snacks from 3:15-3:30 and proceed to the Keller Community Room to play an array of pieces from 
Christmas to "oldies" to pop. Parents are welcome to listen if you've time. 

Hopefully families will also find time during the Christmas vacation to have little home concerts with the 
children sharing their live music! 

THANK YOU!!!! 

Thank you to the FACES Hospitality Committee, chaired by Nicole Podojil, for a wonderful holiday luncheon.  
The food was fantastic.  The teachers really appreciate the time taken out of your busy schedules at this time of 
year to let us enjoy a relaxing and delicious lunch.  Thank you to all those who were part of this thoughtful 
day. 

Congratulations 

As a school community, we would like to congratulate a former TCCES student, Alan Kellermann (yes, Mrs. 
Kellermann is the proud mother!), on receiving his Doctorate in English from the University of Swanzee in 
Wales.  He is also a published author and is home visiting for the holidays.  Job well done, Alan!  

2011 Alumni Basketball game! Monday, December 26

Men’s Game—1:00 p.m. 

Ladies Game—2:30 p.m. 

Teams will be selected as players arrive and games will be officiated. Please bring a white and a dark shirt for 
the game. Alumni of all ages and abilities are welcome!  Prizes to include recognition, fame and Zephyr 
apparel. If you know you are coming, let us know by emailing sthelen@tcces.k12.wi.us. Otherwise, just come 
on out on December 26! 

Spread the word to your classmates or alumni children! Even if you don’t play, come on out to watch! 

Attention 5th Grade Parents: 

You and your child are cordially invited and expected to participate in an annual 5th Grade Educational and 
Career Planning Conference.  Unlike traditional Parent Teacher Conferences that discuss current grades, this 
conference typically lasts 20-30 minutes and will focus on your child's talents and interests, their educational 
and career development and their transition to middle school.  The conference will include a review of your 
child's talents, hopes and dreams, abilities, interests, academic performance and learning style.  Your 
involvement in this conference is very important for the successful completion of your child's educational 
plans.  You can schedule your conference by calling Mary Jo at 729-4565.  There will be various dates 
available from January through March.  Conference times will take place during the school day, therefore 
please be on time so that I can keep my guidance schedule.   The newsletter will be the only communication to 
remind you to schedule your conference.  (Mrs. Jennifer Whiting, School Guidance Counselor) 



Jesus is Better than Santa 
Santa lives at the North Pole.  JESUS is everywhere.                                              

Santa rides in a sleigh JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water.                              

Santa comes but once a year.  JESUS is an ever present help.                                      

Santa fills your stockings with goodies.  JESUS supplies all your needs.                               

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited.  JESUS stands at your door and knocks……and 
then enters your heart.                                                                      

You have to stand in line to see Santa. JESUS is as close as the mention of His name.                   

Santa lets you sit on his lap.  JESUS lets you rest in His arms.                                       

Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is “Hi little boy or girl.  What’s your name?”  
JESUS knew our name before we did.  Not only does He know our name, He knows our 

address too.  He knows our history and future and He even knows how many hairs are on our 
heads.  

Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly.  JESUS has a heart full of love.                             

All Santa can offer is HO HO HO.  JESUS offers health, help and hope.                               

Santa says, “You better not cry.”  JESUS says “Cast all your cares on me for I care for you.   

Santa’s little helpers make toys.  JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken 
homes and builds mansions.                                                                  

Santa may make you chuckle but JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.                            

While Santa puts gifts under your tree, JESUS became our gift and died on the tree.                     

It’s obvious there is really no comparison.  We need to remember WHO Christmas is all about.  
We need to put Christ back in Christmas.  JESUS is still the reason for the season.                      

May the Lord Bless and Watch over you and your loved ones this Christmas 2011 and may He 
prosper and bless the work of your hands in the New Year. 

Christmas Blessings from the Staff of St. Margaret Mary School 










