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Respect Life Month 

In Sunday’s gospel, we learned of the farmer who planted and tended a 
beautiful vineyard that yielded only wild grapes and fell into ruin.  The 
farmer in the Gospel is God, our heavenly Father.  Out of his infinite love, 
he creates a paradise for us of love and truth and life.  The vineyard is 
ruined because, we, his cherished plants, answer justice with bloodshed 
and love with selfish concern.  Our vineyard is a close as our own homes, 
or the nearest nursing home, clinic, prison, or school. The vineyard God 
has made for us is here, and his choicest and most cherished plants are 
sitting all around us. Will we heed the Gospel of Life and love them?  Will 
we love the least and the most forgotten, the ones who are hardest to love 
or even to see?  Or will we give in to a culture of death, which lays waste 
to the beauty that God has so wondrously created?  Will we hear the 
outcry of God? 

I gave you the most wondrous sign of my love, and you took the unborn 
infant’s life. 

I gave you my sons and daughters to nurture and cherish, and you threw 
them away. 

I gave you the miracle of married love, and you twisted it to meet your 
own needs. 

I gave you the dignity of life, and you manipulated it to fulfill your     
selfish desires. 

I gave you the mind to decode the mysteries of life, and you                  
used it for destruction. 

I gave you the wisdom of old women and men, to guide and                   
inspire you, and you let them die.
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I gave you the heart to love even the stranger, and you sent him away. 

I gave you the brilliance to create, and you made weapons to destroy. 

I gave you a heart to love, and you sold it for senseless profit. 

Changes in the Mass 

Attending Mass is fundamental to living out our faith as Catholics.  We celebrate and appreciate the gift of 
liturgy, which contains the central belief and practice of our faith.  You have probably heard that some of the 
words and responses in the Mass will change at the beginning of Advent.  We will prepare the children in 
school for these changes.  As adults, we also need to be prepared for the changes in liturgy.  There will be a 
video series presented in our parish and facilitated by Fr. Mike.  Please see the attachments for information 
about this series and become informed about your faith. 

Kindergarten Open House 

We will be holding a Kindergarten visit day on Thursday October 20th.  Our PK students will be moving up to 
Kindergarten for the morning activities. Students will have the opportunity to experience classroom activities.  
If you know of any families who are thinking about attending St. Margaret Mary for Kindergarten, this would 
be a great activity for them.  New parents will have the opportunity to meet with administration, tour the 
building, learn how affordable a TCCES education can be and enjoy a TCCES food service lunch.  All parents 
will be invited to meet with the Kindergarten teachers over a cup of coffee during the week after the Open 
House. 

Buddy Visits 

Our first Seton Buddy Visit of the year will take place next week.  Our fifth graders are bussed to Seton for 
lunch and activities during the lunch hour.  Seton students come to our building to have lunch with students in 
grades 2, 3 and 4 and participate in a joint activity.  These Buddy visits take place about six times during the 
school year.  It gives our students an opportunity to form relationships with older students and allows them to 
learn to mentor younger ones.  It is a win-win situation.  Permission slips will be sent home with our 5th graders. 

Books Are Fun 

Approximately once a month, the Books Are Fun Company drops off several books and gift items to be viewed 
and possibly purchased by our parents.  For each ten items purchased, we are able to obtain books for our class-
rooms.  Stop and take a look at what is displayed. 

A Few Reminders 

· It is after October 1st and we have returned to our regular dress code.  Remember—no shorts, capris or 
sandals.  The dress code was sent home again two weeks ago as a reminder.  Our regular dress code 
includes dress or tennis (gym) shoes, not Crocs or Keenes or any shoe in bright or neon colors. 
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· Anyone who is volunteering in school, even for a short time, needs to sign in at the office.  Those who 
are helping to serve lunch, or just spending time running off papers for a teacher, still need to sign in. 

· Students who have Piano Lessons on Tuesday and Wednesday will not have lessons next week on 
October 11th and 12th. 

Floor Refinishing 

Next Monday, October 10th, all students entering the gym doors in the morning will be directed to the cafeteria.  
We will walk in there next week while our gym floor is being refinished.  The floor will be finished on the 
following Monday, October 17th.  It will be exciting to have our gym completed----new lighting, paint and 
floor! 

Muffins for Moms

Please join us in the school cafeteria for Muffins for Moms on Thursday, October 20 at 7:15 am.  Muffins for 
Moms is a great opportunity for moms and their children to spend special time together before school starts.  
It’s also a great chance for new moms to meet other moms.  We hope you can make it!   Questions: contact 
Cindi Auth cauth@hotmail.com. 

Recycling Tip of the Week 

Along with collecting your Village Hearth/Country Hearth Bread UPC Labels - We would like to invite you to 
LIKE "Loaves4Learning" on Facebook.  

Visit Loaves4Learning on Facebook and follow the directions to "like" on the Facebook Page Platform. Once 
you have completed the action listed above, you will be presented with a Sweepstakes registration page. Fill out 
the registration form completely. You will receive one entry into the Sweepstakes. 

Three (3) Grand Prize winners.  Each Grand Prize Winner will receive a check for $500 made out to the 
school of their choice. The school chosen to receive the prize must be a registered school in the Country Hearth 
Loves 4 Learning School Fundraising Program before the end of this sweepstakes. 

Visit Loaves4Learning on Facebook for complete rules. 

Start Date is 9/15/11 and End Date is 12/15/11. 

TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 

Brewfest 

We hope that you all have this special event marked on your calendars for October 21, 2011 from 6:30 pm - 
10:00 pm at the Holiday Inn River Walk, Neenah, WI.  Please contact the school office at (920) 725-4161 for 
more information.  Thank you for supporting TCCES/St. Gabriel Elementary School! 
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There's No Business Like Show Business! . . . so the lyrics go in the familiar song from ANNIE GET YOUR 
GUN (1946). And so it will be when the Appleton Boychoir takes to the stage with their opening concert of the 
season . . . Boys on Broadway!  

Featuring the work of special guest director Kathleen McCurdy, the boys will perform some of America's 
favorite songs from blockbuster musicals . . . WEST SIDE STORY . . . OKLAHOMA . . . JOSEPH AND THE 
AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT . . . DAMN YANKEES and even the smash hit GREASE! 

A number of St. Margaret Mary students will be involved in this performance.  Break a leg!! 

Basketball 

We are desperately looking for a Grade 5, Boys’ Basketball Coach.  If you, or anyone you know, are interested 
in coaching, please contact the school office as soon as possible.  

Coats for Kids 

We will again be collecting “Coats for Kids” to help Seton with their service project.  There will be a drop off 
box here at school.  Start looking at your “too small” winter coats and think about helping out those who are in 
need at this time of the year.   
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New Addition 

On September 2nd, Taytum West from our preschool welcomed baby brother Carson to her family.  
Congratulations to all! 

St. Mary Central High School Open House - Wednesday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

SMC is inviting all Middle School Parents and Students to attend an Open House on October 19 at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary Central High School, The faculty, administration and students will be providing tours of the school 
and present information about academics, one-to-one laptop program, co-curricular activities, school 
atmosphere, and scholarship and tuition assistance.  Please contact St. Mary Central High School (920-722-
7796) for additional information. 

Book Fair 

Our annual Book Fair begins this Thursday and runs for one week.  Check out the titles on display on the stage 
in the school gym.   

To sign up for the Online Fair, please login to your toolkit, click on the “Online Fair” tab and chose your dates.  
It will then link to your homepage and you won’t need to worry about doing anything additional.   

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stmargaretmary

Books purchased on-line also count toward our book fair total. 

Conferences 

Conference appointment times were sent home with your child/ren today.  Parents of students in grades 2-5 will 
also receive a copy of MAP results tomorrow so that you can view them before conferences.  Conferences will 
take place this Thursday, October 6th and next Thursday, October 13th.  Students in grades 3-5 should attend the 
conference with their parents. 

While you are in the building for conferences, please check out the ever-growing Lost and Found.  We will also 
have the Uniform Exchange table available so that you can look for warm weather wear. 

Fall Party 

One of the activities that guests have enjoyed the most at Wines Around the World, is the opportunity to sign up 
for “Dinner Boards.”  The Dinner Board consists of a planned event, sponsored by one or more of our families.  
The date and information about the event is listed and the number of people who can be accommodated.  Each 
participant pays a fee that is a donation to the school. These Dinner Board events take place throughout the 
year.  One party happened last weekend.  There is another coming up on October 15th.  Sometimes it is hard to 
sign up far in advance not knowing what your schedule will be like.  Here is information on the party taking 
place on October 15th. 
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      McCurdy Meadows   

Sat., Oct. 15th, 7 to 10pm $100/couple

�This is our take on an adults only version of Homestead Meadows. Join us for outdoor fall fun with hearty 
food, good music, beverages to warm you from the inside out and SMM fellowship.  It will likely be chilly, so 
drag out your winter coat and gloves, or you won't be able to leave the bonfire for the "adventure-filled" hayride  
-----no dress shoes allowed! 
  
Chris & Kristen Bergstrom, John & Kathleen McCurdy, Chris & Tracy Schroeder, Alex & Jen Zenzick 

Battle of the Books 

The first after school meeting will be held next Thursday, October 6th, from 3:00-3:30 in the cafeteria.  
Teams will choose names, make posters, and talk about the books they will be reading.  There is a copy of the 
letter attached to today’s newsletter.  Please let the committee know if your child will not be involved.  There 
can be recess meetings scheduled if children cannot make the after school meetings.  Please contact one of the 
coordinators if you have any questions.  We want to give all students the opportunity to be involved.  (Jennifer 
Higgins, Patti Donaldson, Kristin Staehler----parent coordinators) 

. 
























