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October, the Month of the Rosary 

On Friday, we remembered Mary as Our Lady of the Rosary.  The rosary 
is a very special prayer that helps us to meditate on the special moments in 
the life of Jesus.  These events in the plan of God are called mysteries.  
The rosary (from the Latin for “rose garden”) is a bouquet of prayers 
repeated so that the person praying can put aside all distractions and 
remain attentive to God’s presence.  People like repeating prayers when 
they cannot use a book, such as when they are walking, or sick, or cooking 
or praying before falling asleep at night.  When the rosary is said, it is 
always understood as prayer offered to God, with devotion to the Blessed 
Mother.  A string of beads or knots can be used to count the prayers.  The 
prayers that are part of the rosary are:  the Apostles’ Creed, the Our Father, 
the Hail Mary, and the doxology (Glory Be). 

In the beginning, many Christians said the 150 psalms, but as time went on 
and fewer people could read, the psalms were replaced with 150 “Our 
Fathers.”  During the twelfth century, the angel’s greeting to Mary was 
added (“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you”), then Elizabeth’s 
greeting (“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb, Jesus”).  Finally, during a time of plague, the sentence “Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us now and at the hour of our death” was 
added, and the prayer we call the “Hail Mary” was complete. 

The prayers are divided into groups of ten, called “decades.”  Most people 
use a string of beads that counts out five decades.  The rosary begins with 
the Apostles’ Creed, the Our Father and three Hail Marys.  Then each 
decade is introduced by an Our Father, followed by ten Hail Marys, and 
ends with the Doxology.  When five decades are finished, the “Hail, Holy 
Queen” prayer is said.  As we pray each decade, we think about a 
“mystery” or moment of grace in the plan of God.  There are twenty 
mysteries that help us to think about the revelation of God’s love that is 
shone to us in Jesus.  (Taken from Blessings and Prayers through the 
Year, Elizabeth McMahon Jeep, 2004) 
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We will be praying the rosary in class with all of the children and teaching them about this powerful prayer.  
We will also be celebrating the Feast of our Patron Saint, St. Margaret Mary, on Monday, October 16th.   The 
room mothers have contacted each teacher to see how to make this day special.  Teachers will take the time to 
talk about St. Margaret Mary and share the statue in the front of the church and the stained glass window 
depicting St. Margaret Mary. 

Changes in the Mass 

Attending Mass is fundamental to living out our faith as Catholics.  We celebrate and appreciate the gift of 
liturgy, which contains the central belief and practice of our faith.  You have probably heard that some of the 
words and responses in the Mass will change at the beginning of Advent.  We will prepare the children in 
school for these changes.  As adults, we also need to be prepared for the changes in liturgy.  There will be a 
video series presented in our parish and facilitated by Fr. Mike.  Please see the attachments for information 
about this series and become informed about your faith. 

Kindergarten Open House 

We will be holding a Kindergarten visit day on Thursday October 20th.  Our PK students will be moving up to 
Kindergarten for the morning activities. Students will have the opportunity to experience classroom activities.  
If you know of any families who are thinking about attending St. Margaret Mary for Kindergarten, this would 
be a great activity for them.  New parents will have the opportunity to meet with administration, tour the 
building, learn how affordable a TCCES education can be and enjoy a TCCES food service lunch.  All parents 
will be invited to meet with the Kindergarten teachers over a cup of coffee during the week after the Open 
House. 

Buddy Visits 

Our first Seton Buddy Visit of the year will take place tomorrow.  Our fifth graders are bussed to Seton for 
lunch and activities during the lunch hour.  Seton students come to our building to have lunch with students in 
grades 2, 3 and 4 and participate in a joint activity.  These Buddy visits take place about six times during the 
school year.  It gives our students an opportunity to form relationships with older students and allows them to 
learn to mentor younger ones.  It is a win-win situation.  Permission slips were sent home with our 5th graders. 

Floor Refinishing 

The floor company has been hard at work since Monday.  The floor is already taking shape.  It has been sanded, 
the lines are being painted today, and then the varnish. We will be back in the gym on Monday, October 17th.  
For the remainder of this week, all students will enter the school through the gym doors and go down to the 
cafeteria.  We will walk in the cafeteria while our gym floor is being refinished.  Let’s hope that our beautiful 
weather continues so that we can have our gym classes outside this week!  It will be exciting to have our gym 
completed----new lighting, paint and floor! 

Muffins for Moms

Please join us in the school cafeteria for Muffins for Moms on Thursday, October 20th at 7:15 am.  Muffins for 
Moms is a great opportunity for moms and their children to spend special time together before school starts.  
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It’s also a great chance for new moms to meet other moms.  We hope you can make it!   Questions: contact 
Cindi Auth cauth@hotmail.com. 

TCCES/SMC Fine Arts Education Center 

Volunteers Needed 

We need your help on Tuesday, October 18 and Tuesday, November 1 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at St. Mary 
Central High School to prepare two campaign mailings.  Each evening we will need help folding, stuffing, 
sealing and stamping envelopes.  If you can come for both nights, great and if you can only come for a couple 
hours that is fine too!  We need lots of helpers to get this material out the door and in the hands of our alumni 
and supporters.  Bring a couple friends and catch up while sealing.  The TCCES Fine Arts Education Center 
will be used regularly by students at all 5 TCCES schools.  Therefore, all TCCES parents are welcome and 
encouraged to join in this mailing party! Please enter SMC through the front entrance and follow signs to the 
room or rooms that we will be working in. If you have any questions contact Ann Engelhard at 
aengelhard@tcces.k12.wi.us or 722-7796 ext. 201.  

Technology 

Since the beginning of this school year, the Internet has been experiencing some unexplained outages.  What 
appeared to be one intermittent problem turned out to be two:  a software issue with one of the filtering systems 
(Lightspeed) and an invasive virus.  As of Wednesday October 5th, both seem to have been resolved.  We will 
continue to monitor the system as always to provide reliable and appropriate access to this vital tool. 

Box Tops for Education 

              
It is once again time for the SMM Box Tops Challenge.  All classes will be contending for a 
NUT (No Uniform Today) Pass, an extra recess, or a popcorn party.  

The contest will start October 17th and end on October 21st at the end of the day.  We are in 
need of 1 parent from each classroom to manage the daily collection, sorting, and counting.  If 
you can help, please contact Sue Rogers (srmumzie@gmail.com).  

Send clipped Box Tops to your student’s classroom either loose in a zip bag or glued to a Box 
Tops sheet (attached).  Remember Box Tops are everywhere from Kleenex boxes, Hefty 
products, Betty Crocker, Boise Paper, Avery Office, Pillsbury, Ziploc, Land O’Lakes, Yoplait 
and on many, many, more products.   

We have a goal this year of $2,320 or 23,200 Box Tops.  Let’s not only meet our goal but 
surpass it.   

Happy Clipping - Sue
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Brewfest 

We hope that you all have this special event marked on your calendars for October 21, 2011 from 6:30 pm - 
10:00 pm at the Holiday Inn River Walk, Neenah, WI.  Please contact the school office at (920) 725-4161 for 
more information.  Thank you for supporting TCCES/St. Gabriel Elementary School! 

Coats for Kids 

We will again be collecting “Coats for Kids” to help Seton with their service project.  There will be a drop off 
box here at school.  Start looking at your “too small” winter coats and think about helping out those who are in 
need at this time of the year.   

St. Mary Central High School Open House - Wednesday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

SMC is inviting all Middle School Parents and Students to attend an Open House on October 19 at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary Central High School, The faculty, administration and students will be providing tours of the school 
and present information about academics, one-to-one laptop program, co-curricular activities, school 
atmosphere, and scholarship and tuition assistance.  Please contact St. Mary Central High School (920-722-
7796) for additional information. 

Book Fair 

Our annual Book Fair is winding down this Thursday.  We have had a great response from families to this 
year’s fair.   

To sign up for the Online Fair, please login to your toolkit, click on the “Online Fair” tab and chose your dates.  
It will then link to your homepage and you won’t need to worry about doing anything additional.   

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/stmargaretmary

Books purchased on-line also count toward our book fair total. 

Conferences 

We enjoyed meeting many of our families at conferences last Thursday and look forward to meeting everyone 
else this week. If a family did not schedule a conference, please call the school office and we will find a time for 
you to meet with your child’s teacher. Students in grades 3-5 should attend conferences with their parents. 

While you are in the building for conferences, please check out the ever-growing Lost and Found.  We will also 
have the Uniform Exchange table available so that you can look for cold weather wear. 

Fall Party 

One of the activities that guests have enjoyed the most at Wines Around the World, is the opportunity to sign up 
for “Dinner Boards.”  The Dinner Board consists of a planned event, sponsored by one or more of our families.  
The date and information about the event is listed and the number of people who can be accommodated.  Each 
participant pays a fee that is a donation to the school. These Dinner Board events take place throughout the 
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year.  One party happened last weekend.  There is another coming up on October 15th.  Sometimes it is hard to 
sign up far in advance not knowing what your schedule will be like.  Here is information on the party taking 
place on October 15th. 

           McCurdy Meadows   

Sat., Oct. 15th, 7 to 10pm $100/couple

�This is our take on an adults only version of Homestead Meadows. Join us for outdoor fall fun with hearty 
food, good music, beverages to warm you from the inside out and SMM fellowship.  It will likely be chilly, so 
drag out your winter coat and gloves, or you won't be able to leave the bonfire for the "adventure-filled" hayride  
-----no dress shoes allowed! 
  
Chris & Kristen Bergstrom, John & Kathleen McCurdy, Chris & Tracy Schroeder, Alex & Jen Zenzick 

Battle of the Books 

The first after school meeting was held  Thursday, October 6th.    Please let the committee know if your child 
will not be involved or if your child did not sign up and wishes to take part.  There can be recess meetings 
scheduled if children cannot make the after school meetings.  Please contact one of the coordinators if you have 
any questions.  We want to give all students the opportunity to be involved.  (Jennifer Higgins, Patti Donaldson, 
Kristin Staehler----parent coordinators) 

Human Concerns Card Winner 

Each year, the Parish Human Concerns Committee involves our students in a project to highlight their theme, 
“We are the Hands and Hearts of Jesus.”  This year the winner of the contest for a card depicting that theme was 
Ellie Dimmer in grade 4.  Congratulations, Ellie.  We have included a copy of the card with today’s 
attachments. 

Fire Prevention Week 

The Neenah/Menasha Fire and Rescue Team visited our school this week and presented a program to all 
students in grades 1-3.  These children were given a contract to sign and return, checking to see if each family 
has working smoke detectors in their homes.  Please return these contracts this week.  From all the returned 
contracts, two will be randomly chosen to spend the morning at the Fire Station.  Preschoolers and 
Kindergarteners have the opportunity to visit the fire station and 4th and 5th graders participate in the calendar 
drawing contest. 

Fifth graders working on a class project with the new laptops!! 






































