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Our mission at St. Mary Elementary School as well as our TCCES 
school system is to evangelize, catechize, and educate students, 
staff, and school families in the message of Jesus Christ. Living as a 
Catholic Christian is a way of life and does not just mean attending 
Mass on Sundays and receiving the Sacraments. Our mission as a 
member of Christ’s body through our Baptism is to also be an 
example of Jesus Christ to everyone we meet. Jesus became man 
and modeled for us how we are to live our lives. He didn’t say it 
would be easy and there wouldn’t be crosses to bear, but if we can 
live as Christian stewards the world would be a better place. Yes, 
attending Mass and receiving the sacraments are extremely 
important parts in our daily living, but they don’t mean anything 
unless we can backup those duties with words and actions that allow 
people to experience acts of love, respect, justice, and kindness from 
us. I was given this story. When you read it, I think that it expresses 
quite well what our mission should be and how God works through 
his creation to provide us with examples of life. 

Under His Wings: 

After a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers were 
assessing the damage to the area when one ranger found a bird 
literally petrified in ashes at the base of a tree. Somewhat sickened 
by this horrifying sight, he knocked over the bird with a stick. When 
he struck it, to his surprise, three tiny chicks scurried from under 
their dead mother’s wings. The loving mother keenly aware of the 
impending danger had gathered her young at the base of the tree and 
covered them with her wings, instinctively offering protection. She 
could have flown to safety but refused to abandon her babies. When 
the blaze arrived, the mother remained steadfast in her mission. 
Because she had been willing to die, those under her wings would 
live. “He will cover you with his feathers, and under his 
wings you will find refuge.” Psalm 91: 4 
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